IN THIS JOURNAL IN 1985, Richard Spears defended the etymological desig-
nation "of obscure origin" appearing in the OED for the slang term dike or dyke, meaning 'lesbian' or 'masculine woman' taking particular issue with Archibald Hill's contention (1982) that the term derives from hermaphrodite > morphodite > morphodyke.' Over a decade earlier, Peter Tamony, in his self-published collection of Americanisms, also rejected the hermaphrodite derivation and offered the possibility that dike 'lesbian' derives from the Hans Brinker story: "It is in this physical action and contact-the finger in the hole ... that is the allusion in dike, a lesbian" (1-3). Although he does not pursue the matter, Tamony claims that "the compound bulldiker seems to stem from the adjectival use of bull and ram as intensifiers among West Indians" (6). Tamony's speculations are problematic on several scores, the most notable being that the earliest printed references to lesbians as "dikes" Most of Spears's alternate etymological offerings posit bulldike, bulldiker, bulldikkeras the full form and dike as the synonymous clipped form. Among his more likely suggestions are the metaphoric application of dike (without special reference to the Hans Brinker story) as 'ditch or trench' (OED) to the female anatomy (see also Henley 1890-1904 ) and the alternative possibility that dike is a shortened form of diked out, used to describe 'a man in full dress' (DAE). Spears recognizes the apparent redundancy in definition caused by this etymology (i.e., bulldike 'masculine/mannish man in full dress'): "It is possible that the 'overdressed' notion implies effeminacy, and bull redirects that to the idea of power and aggression" (323).
In these, as in most of Spears's possibilities, an unstated, underlying assumption appears to be that the two elements of the compound agree syntactically with their definition, so that bull = 'masculine' and dike = 'woman'. Under this assumption, there is no need to consider the first half of the term, since bull meaning 'male' (as in bullcalf) or meaning 'masculine' in terms of strength or size (as in bullfrog or bull-necked) is common-
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In these, as in most of Spears's possibilities, an unstated, underlying assumption appears to be that the two elements of the compound agree syntactically with their definition, so that bull = 'masculine' and dike = 'woman'. Under this assumption, there is no need to consider the first half of the term, since bull meaning 'male' (as in bullcalf) or meaning 'masculine' in terms of strength or size (as in bullfrog or bull-necked) is common- In these, as in most of Spears's possibilities, an unstated, underlying assumption appears to be that the two elements of the compound agree syntactically with their definition, so that bull = 'masculine' and dike = 'woman'. Under this assumption, there is no need to consider the first half of the term, since bull meaning 'male' (as in bullcalf) or meaning 'masculine' in terms of strength or size (as in bullfrog or bull-necked) is common-place usage. However, the possibility noted above exemplifies the primary problem in assuming that bull in the combined form originated from the bovine male and denotes masculinity. Just as the first element, bull of bulldike, causes redundancy of definition should the second element, dike, be a shortened form of diked out, so, too, does the bull in related variants prove redundant. This is the case with Rodgers's attestation (1972) that bulldicker is used to describe a woman with a clitoris extended enough to serve as a penis in lesbian relationships. Anatomically unusual though such cases are, clitoris as 'dick' makes sense and has been associated with the penis for quite some time. The seventeenth-century midwife, Mrs. Jane Sharp, uses the contemporary term yard 'penis' to describe the clitoris in such lesbian relationships, although she remains skeptical: "yet sometimes it hangs forth at the slit like a Yard ... and some lewd women have attempted to use it as men do theirs . . . but I never heard but of one in this country" (qtd. in Eccles 1982, 34). More recently, a 1920s jazz tune about lesbianism was called "The Boy in the Boat," the "boy" being the clitoris.2 However sensible clitoris as 'dick' may be, the extended clitoris as a more manly or stronger or larger 'dick' is not. The same is, of course, true of the variant bulldagger if we accept Rodgers's suggestion that dagger is a phallic nickname.
Despite its more immediate associations with masculinity, the bull in bulldike may not be etymologically related to the bovine male. In short, the original term for masculine lesbian could have been bulldicker or bulldick, either specifically meaning 'fake penis' or, more innocuously but still to the point, 'false man'. Although the earliest listing of dick as 'penis' is Farmer and Henley (1891), the term has been used generically to mean 'man' since the 1500s, just as Nell indicated the generic female. Currently, one label for the feminine male homosexual, the Nellie (sometimes spelled Nelly), derives from inverting the gender associated with the generic name. Perhaps what works for Nellie works for Dick.
The synonymous term bulldaggermay also have originated as a euphemistic metaphor in which the first element means 'false' rather than 'male.' Although dagger, like dike, is also a term "of obscure origin," its definition in this combined form probably derives from the similarities of the dagger's shape and function to the male sexual organ, and it only makes sense metaphorically as the vehicle for the tenor 'lesbian' if we assume that a woman who has sexual relations with another woman wants a dagger (i.e., penis). The earliest recorded use of dagger I found appears in Henry Knighton's account of an incident that occurred at a tournament in 1348: a band of women would come as if to share the sport, dressed in divers and marvelous dresses of men.... Thither they came in party-coloured tunics ... with short hoods that had pendants like ropes wound round their necks, and belts thickly studded with gold and silver-nay, they even wore, in pouches slung across In short, the original term for masculine lesbian could have been bulldicker or bulldick, either specifically meaning 'fake penis' or, more innocuously but still to the point, 'false man'. Although the earliest listing of dick as 'penis' is Farmer and Henley (1891), the term has been used generically to mean 'man' since the 1500s, just as Nell indicated the generic female. Currently, one label for the feminine male homosexual, the Nellie (sometimes spelled Nelly), derives from inverting the gender associated with the generic name. Perhaps what works for Nellie works for Dick.
The synonymous term bulldaggermay also have originated as a euphemistic metaphor in which the first element means 'false' rather than 'male.' Although dagger, like dike, is also a term "of obscure origin," its definition in this combined form probably derives from the similarities of the dagger's shape and function to the male sexual organ, and it only makes sense metaphorically as the vehicle for the tenor 'lesbian' if we assume that a woman who has sexual relations with another woman wants a dagger (i.e., penis). The earliest recorded use of dagger I found appears in Henry Knighton's account of an incident that occurred at a tournament in 1348: believes that a similar phenomenon created the popular British slang term poofmeaning gay man, the original term having been puff (1870s). Thus, although the diphthongal pronunciation of i is currently the more popular, it need not be the original.
In short, the original term for masculine lesbian could have been bulldicker or bulldick, either specifically meaning 'fake penis' or, more innocuously but still to the point, 'false man'. Although the earliest listing of dick as 'penis' is Farmer and Henley (1891), the term has been used generically to mean 'man' since the 1500s, just as Nell indicated the generic female. Currently, one label for the feminine male homosexual, the Nellie (sometimes spelled Nelly), derives from inverting the gender associated with the generic name. Perhaps what works for Nellie works for Dick.
The synonymous term bulldaggermay also have originated as a euphemistic metaphor in which the first element means 'false' rather than 'male.' Although dagger, like dike, is also a term "of obscure origin," its definition in this combined form probably derives from the similarities of the dagger's shape and function to the male sexual organ, and it only makes sense metaphorically as the vehicle for the tenor 'lesbian' if we assume that a woman who has sexual relations with another woman wants a dagger (i.e., penis). The earliest recorded use of dagger I found appears in Henry Knighton's account of an incident that occurred at a tournament in 1348: a band of women would come as if to share the sport, dressed in divers and marvelous dresses of men.... Thither they came in party-coloured tunics ... with short hoods that had pendants like ropes wound round their necks, and belts thickly studded with gold and silver-nay, they even wore, in pouches slung across his definition in an attempt to make sense of the term bull. Or, he might simply not have deemed it necessary to include the aspect of falseness in his definition, simply assuming that his readers would know that the "tufts" were removable.
4. Interestingly, the associations with the masculine and/or the bovine male intrude into these usages of bull to mean 'falsehood'. The OED, although it, like Morris and Morris (1971), connects the US slang bull ('trivial, insincere, or untruthful talk or writing; nonsense') with the French boule, somehow accepts a blending of 'untruthful talk' with 'masculine' in bull session 'an informal conversation or discussion, esp. of a group of males'.
5. The earliest use of dagger the OED lists is from the Latin Fragmenta Vestusta of c. 1375.
